
[Letterhead]

[Date]

	The Honorable [Senior Senator Name]
[Address]
Washington, DC 20510
	The Honorable [Junior Senator Name]
[Address]
Washington, DC 20510


	The Honorable [Representative Name]
[Address]
Washington, DC 20515

	


[bookmark: _Hlk167013659]RE: Cosponsoring the TERRA Act (Tribal Emergency Response Resources Act)

Dear Senator [Senior Senator Name], Senator [Junior Senator Name], and Representative [Representative Name]:

[bookmark: _Hlk167013726]On behalf of the [Tribe/Tribal organization], I am writing to urge that you co-sponsor the bipartisan Tribal Emergency Response Resources Act (TERRA Act, H.R.3654) and ensure its enactment during the 119th Congress. [About Tribe/Tribal organization]. 

Across Indian Country, Tribal communities, homelands, and traditional ways of life are uniquely endangered by natural disasters and related threats, such as wildfires, hurricanes and typhoons, tornadoes, floods, droughts, heat waves, blizzards, tsunamis, earthquakes, landslides, coastal and riverine erosion, severe thunderstorms, and extreme cold events. In some areas, the threat is so severe that entire Tribal communities have had to move to a safer location. Many other Tribes are facing a similar inflection point, and relocation will become more necessary as natural disasters and environmental threats worsen. 

	Despite these urgent and catastrophic threats, there is no simple way for Tribes and Tribal organizations to access and coordinate federal resources dedicated to preparing for, mitigating, or responding to natural disasters. This means we must navigate a jumble of mismatched programs scattered among dozens of federal agencies. Even when federal resources are awarded, red tape significantly hinders implementation. Federal grants are frequently wrapped up in burdensome, inconsistent, and duplicative program requirements. This unnecessarily delays desperately needed projects.

	Rural and remote Tribal communities can be especially afflicted by these challenges.  Limited staffing capacity makes locating, applying to, and complying with federal grants difficult, or even impossible, with staff already overburdened with maintaining day-to-day operations. Furthermore, the federal bureaucrats in Washington, D.C. often prescribe conditions on grants that are completely inappropriate for Indian Country, including rigid funding formulas, burdensome reporting requirements, cost-share obligations, and short spending deadlines that can delay urgently needed projects.

	The TERRA Act solves these problems by establishing a central hub in the Department of the Interior (DOI) to act as a navigational tool and a federal partner for Tribes and Tribal organizations across the country. Once implemented, a Tribal community would be able to approach DOI with a problem, and DOI would help find relevant funding streams, apply for them, and consolidate them into a single funding stream that can be customized with the individual community’s needs in mind. 

[bookmark: _Hlk167226348]Furthermore, through a TERRA plan, just one annual report is required, and agencies can waive other program restrictions, including those related to Tribal cost-shares, partnerships with non-Tribal entities, funding formulas, deadlines, and more. Additionally, NEPA and other required environmental reviews must be completed on an efficient and expedited basis. Because the TERRA Act simply maximizes the efficiency of existing federal resources, there are no new appropriations in this bill.  

	By creating a central navigational partner in DOI, the TERRA Act is designed to help Tribal communities with limited staffing capacity that may not otherwise be able to search through and apply for hundreds of funding opportunities. Additionally, by streamlining the bureaucratic process and authorizing waivers, this bill allows projects to meet the unique needs of Indian Country rather than the prescriptions of federal bureaucrats. In this way, this bill was drafted with small, remote Tribes at the forefront.  

	The TERRA Act is supported by a strong contingent of Tribes and Tribal organizations, including, but not limited to, the National Congress of American Indians, National Indian Health Board, 	Tribal Self-Governance, Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians, Alaska Federation of Natives, Alaska Native Health Board, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes, and United South and Eastern Tribes. 

We urge you to treat the TERRA Act with the urgency it requires by signing on as a co-sponsor and working to secure its enactment in this Congress. We are looking forward to discussing this important piece of legislation with you further and remain committed to partnering with you on Tribal natural disaster preparedness, mitigation, and response.

Sincerely,

[signature]

[Name]
[Title]
[Tribe/Tribal Organization]

